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A Legal Decision of Especial Interest to the
Watch Trade.

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT,
Southern District of New York.

Elgin National Watch Company,

vs.

Lyman G. Bloomingdale and

Joseph B. Bloomingdale.

Motion granted enjoining the use of the word

¢¢Elgin,'' either alone or in connection with
others, as a designation of watches sold by de-
fendants not made by complainants. Injunction

to run against marking, advertising, offering for
sale or selling under such designation. Without
prejudice to their right to insert in such adver-
tisements or in any descriptions of the articles
the statement that the watches were made in Elgin,
if they were in fact made there: if, however, the
watoh cases only were made in Elgin the statement
in advertisements, etc., must conform to the fact.

April 16th, 1898.

E. H. LACOMBE,

U. s. C. J.
A true copy.,
JOHN A. SHIELDS,
Clerk.
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Important.

Trade Mark Decision of Especial Interest to the
Watch Trade.

In a suit brought by the Elgin National Watch Company
to restrain the Illinois Watch Case Company from using the
word “ Elgin"’ upon watch cases made and sold by the latter,
Judge Showalter, of the United States Circuit Court for the
Northern District of Illinois, in a decision rendered March 31st,
1898, decided that the said word “Elgin” is a legitimate trade
matk and that its use in connection with watches belongs to
and is the exclusive property of the Elgin National Watch
Company, Under this decision, any infringement of our rights
will subject the infringers to prompt prosecution in the United
States Coutts.

Elgin National Watch Co.
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Central Gives Official OK to New Wrist Watich

Ppp Noew York Central's Operating de-
partment has announced its approval of
the first American-made wrist watch for
oflicial use throughout the WY C System.
Earlier, the watch was also approved for
use on the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie,

Uintil now NYC, like most railroads,
has required operating employes 1o carry
oflicially inspected pocket watches, Al-
though not always as handy o use as o
wrist watch, pocket watches before this
could not be matched in accuracy and
dependahility by wrist watches. As a
result, the picture of a locomotive engi-
neer or a conducter reaching for his big
“ticker™ on a heavy gold chain has long
been a familiar sight on American rail-
roads,

This will change now if railrosders
take to the newly approved wrist watch,
The 23-jewel B. W. Raymond Railroad
Wrist Chronometer is manufactured by
the Elgin Mational Waich Co,, of Elgin,
I, Elgin’s Vice President & Marketing
Dircctor, William E. Koch, presented
one of the new wrist watches o John
Smith O'Brien, Engineer on WY s crack
Super Van train out of New York. This
freight carries Flexi-vans between Mew
York-Boston and Chicago-51. Louis daily
and, like all NY'C trains, its schedule and
safety depend heavily on reliable time
mensuring devices.

The new wrist watch is said by its
makers to meet the railroad man's need
for a timepiece that can combine the
convenience of o wrist type with the ac-
curacy and ruggedness of the pocket
walch.

“A special split second setting device
is the heart of it,” according to Mr.
Koch, “Pulling out the crown,” he said,
“permits accurate setting of the waich
to the sccond.”

OM TIME perfarmance of Super YVan
will be checked now by Engineer John
Smith O'Brien {right] on wrist waotch
recently approved for official use on
Central, With him is William E, Koch,
Vice Pres. of Elgin Mational Watch
Co., maker of the new limepiece. Pits-
burgh & Lake Erie alio ok’d walch.

Regular inspection by accredited time
inspectors is still required on the new
watch, which has a full figured dial with
a small second hand. It resembles a ver-
sion which hos been produced for the
U5, Air Force and which exceeds gov-
ernment specifications for waiches of
this type.

Although specifically  designed for
railroacders and others who necd a wrist
watch of the uimost accuracy. the new

timepiece will also be available to the
gencral public. A standard model with
a stainless steel case sells for $79.50.
Models in gold-filled and gold cases will
cost more.

More than two years of resecarch and
development went into the new waich
before it was declared ready for mar-
keting.

Before the new watch was accepted
for official wse on the Central, Elgin
watchmaking engineers had to make
several innovations. First was dynamic
poising of the balance. Most watches
have a balance that is poised while it i
out of the omepiece. In the new rail-
roaders” wrist watch the balance wheel
is poiscd while in the watch.

The dial on the new watch is also
unigue, Becawse of the sirong magnetic
ficlds set up on diesel lecomatives, a spe-
cial iron dial had to be developed which
shiclds the watch from magnetism. Mor-
mal procedure calls for mast waitch dils
to be made of brass.

Instructions  for handling the new
watch indicate it requires no special care
other than that normally given any fine
timepiece,

The expansion of America's railroads
was largely responsible for increasing
reliance on accurate timekeeping and
the  establishment of workable time
zones across the nation. Through effors
by UJS. railroads, the country was
divided into time zones and operating
railroaders have been required ever since
to run trains with the utmost accuracy
in timekeeping. This high accuracy until
now has been found only in pocket
watches, which railroaders have con-
tinuwed to use, although 98 per cent of
all watches produced and sold in the
United States are of the wrist variety.



